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Boxwood Blight Research:
What’s the BBIG Deal
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BOXWOOD BLIGHT INSIGHT GROUP

Boxwood Blight Insight Group (BBIG) is a team of scientists working together on an USDA National
Institute of Food and Agriculture - Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) project, in partnership with
stakeholders and international collaborators. This transdisciplinary team and its partners aim to
safeguard boxwood—the nation’s #1 evergreen ornamental shrub crop—from blight disease, thus saving

= ( an iconic plant featured in American landscapes since 1653.

Boxwood Blight IhStht Group

Boxwood blight was first reported from the United Kingdom and New Zealand in the 1990s. The disease has since devastated boxwood

production and gardens in Europe, western Asian, and North America. The first epidemics of this destructive disease in the United States

were reported from North Carolina and Connecticut, followed by Maryland, Massachusetts, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island and Virginia in

2011. As of September 1, 2020, this disease has spread via contaminated nursery stocks to twenty-two other states plus the District of .
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Urmila Adhikari Vanina Castroagudin Xiaoping Li Mana Ohkura Olanike Omolehin Srikanth Kodati Xiao Yang

1ILEU DlaLes veparuiient vl ;-\griculture
National Institute of Food and Agriculture



netional plant board

FNPDN| &8

National Plant Diagnostic Network

American
Public Gardens
Association

PublicGardens.

BBEG

Boxwood Blight Insight Group

Institute for Agricultural~Gnd Fisheries Research

Lapdwirtschaﬁskammer
Niedersachsen

Hor.ticultural
Society

USDA

|
nited States Department of Agriculture
National Institute of Food and Agriculture|



Boxwood Blight Insight

nited States Department of Agriculture
National Institute of Food and Agriculture|




Boxwood Blight Tracker




Systems Approach
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Better Blight Management
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Extension & Outreach
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International Boxwood Seminar

Launched on March 18, 2021 n
oo |72 . -

Boxwood Blight - A 15-Year Love-Hate Relationship

BBEG
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Knowing and Growing Boxwood Boxwood Breeding & Selection for Blight
Resistance
June 2, 1:00 p.m. Eastem August 25, 11:00 am. Eastem

Katrijn Van Laere, Senior Researcher @Flanders Research
Institute for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food-Plant Sciences Unit
(ILVO)

v

nvasion, impact, and management of box tree Progress in Boxwood Blight Management in the
moth in Europe United Kingdom and New Zealand: 1990s to 2021
December 2, 11:00 a.m. Eastemn March 10, 2082, 5:00 P Base
Marc Kenis, Head Risk Analysis and Invasion Ecology @CABI  Matthew Cromey, Senior Plant Pathologist @Royal Horticultural
Society. UK
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Lynn Batdorf, Retired Curator of the National Boxwood
Collection, U.S. National Arboretum
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To join the BBIG and stay informed:
* Log into your Google Groups
+ Clickon All Groups

k)

+ Search for ‘Boxwood Advocate
group

+ ClickJoin

Alternatively, send me a note at
chhonoZ@vi edu, I will add you to
the Group manually.
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